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Now I know - I have 
too much to live for.
    - Participant with Cancer
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Hope Starts here

This is a snapshot of what 10-year-old Addison 
endured in his treatment for Leukemia. Diagnosed 
at age 5, the lives of Addison and his family suddenly 
revolved around treatment schedules, long hospital 
stays, and medical bills. 

Medical professionals at Children’s Hospital Colorado 
immediately referred them to the Shining Stars 
Foundation.  Thanks to our donors, we were able to 
give them access to over 60 programs and events, and 
a huge support network of families just like them. 

Ask Addison’s mom Sarah to explain Shining Stars in 
one word? “THERAPY. We feel safe here and we feel 
secure. Nobody is looking at you like, why is your kid 
sick? Shining Stars is one of those priceless things. It 
is everything we need.” Addison at the 2014 Aspen Winter Games

1,168 days of Chemo. 20 spinal taps. 
6 blood transfusions. 74 visits to the hospital. 

4 birthday parties on the cancer floor. 
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Our Services

Family Services: We provide continuous activities for the child 
AND their whole family through 60 year-round events, including 
sporting games, a five day family outdoor recreation program, concerts, 
theater performances, a holiday party with gifts for families burdened by 
medical bills,  young adult nights out, inspirational speakers, and more.  
Over 1,000 kids and family members were served last year. 

Events allow families to connect with others who can relate to their 
challenges, while also simply getting away from the hospital and stress of 
their daily lives. It helps them to recharge and find hope again. 

MISSION
To transform lives through year-round 

recreational and social programs for children 
and their families challenged with pediatric 

cancer or another life threatening illness. 

Shining Stars is one of the ONLY programs 
nationally that supports the entire family 
through year-round programming for as 

many years as they need it. 

Awareness Services: This includes our most rapidly growing 
program, Kids Helping Kids. Through it, we provide presentations in schools 
to help kids understand their peers who may have an illness or disability, as 
well as provide unique volunteer projects. Last year, 2,700 students 
were reached. 

Child Services: We host two overnight, week-long programs just for 
the child fighting a life threatening illness. Each program provides unique, 
adaptive recreational and outdoor activities to children ages 6-18. Activities 
include skiing, snowboarding, climbing, rafting, sailing, paddle boarding and 
more. A full Medical Team is on site to administer treatments and care for 
each child. Over 300 individuals were served last year. 

These services give each child back their confidence, as they realize all they 
can do despite their illness. Children also form life-long relationships with 
other kids who understand exactly what they are going through. 
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New Possibilities

Over 85% of children we serve are living with a disability or in the midst of 
rigorous treatments, in addition to living with a life threatening illness. 

During the past decade, the prognosis for 
childhood cancer has progressively improved. 
However, this has not been without a cost. More 
aggressive therapies have left children with severe, 
life-long disabilities. 

Our programs help these brave kids see past their 
limitations to all that they can do. We believe any 
child can learn to ski, snowboard, hike, climb, raft, 
and have adventures with the right help. 

We accomplish this through the use of special 
adaptive technologies and by having a 24/7 medical 
team on site. Thanks to our volunteers, we are able 
to serve kids most other programs and camps can’t. 

In this way, we enable each child to experience 
something they have only dreamed about. They 
leave with an improved outlook on life and an “I 
can do this” attitude. It literally creates magic in the 
mountains and in their lives.
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Record Growth in 2014

Thanks to our donors, services grew by 25% this past year.
However, 90% of programs still have a waitlist. 

Growth in Events ProvidedGrowth in Clients Served

2014 Aspen Winter Games

The above service statements are for the fiscal year ending June 30, 2014. 
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Delivering hope Nationwide

HOSPITAL  PARTNERS SERVED
- Aspen Valley Hospital (Aspen, CO)
- Children’s Hospital Colorado (multiple locations)
- Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters 
      (Norfolk, VA)
- Lucile Packard Children’s Hospital (Palo Alto, CA)
- Lurie Children’s Hospital (Chicago, IL)
- Memorial Hospital for Children 
      (Colorado Springs, CO)
- Mercy Regional Medical Center (Durango, CO)
- MD Anderson Cancer Center (Houston, TX)

- Penrose Cancer Center (Colorado Springs, CO)
- Phoenix Children’s Hospital (Phoenix, AZ)
- Presbyterian St. Luke’s Medical Center (Denver, CO)
- Riley Children’s Hospital (Indianapolis, IN)
- Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children (Denver, CO)
- St. Mary’s Hospital (Grand Junction, CO)
- University of Chicago Comer Children’s Hospital 
      (Chicago, IL)
- Valley View Hospital (Glenwood Springs, CO)

Changing Lives in 
Phoenix, AZ

The Adams Family

21 states served!

When their son was diagnosed in 2012 with 
a Salivary Gland Carcinoma, the Adams 
family found they were quickly isolated by 
their son’s illness. Fear and worry became 
their new normal. 

Their nurse at Phoenix Children’s Hospital 
referred them to Shining Stars. They have 
been with us for two years now, as 1 of the 
68 families served from Arizona.

We gave them new experiences which have 
brought them together as a family and 
allowed them to connect with others who 
“get it”. It has helped give them back their 
quality of life. 

We are currently the only nonprofit 
serving Phoenix Children’s Hospital with 
winter and summer programming, for 
kids who are both in OR out of treatment.

“Shining Stars is like a second 

family to us.“ - Adams Family
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“A lot of children who come to Shining Stars Foundation’s 
programs are protected and sheltered because of their illness. 
They are used to being told what they can’t do. After 
Shining Stars they feel they can go out and conquer 
the world. And the family feels that too. 

“I get to see the kids not only during programs but weeks 
later. These services give them great confidence that they can 
continue not only with their treatment, but with school and 
also with other activities and interactions. 

“When people ask me about Shining Stars, I have 
the highest praise for it. 

“Most important is not just the immediate effects, but the 
change that is continuing to happen a month or more later.

“Shining Stars could not do this work without the generosity 
of donors and volunteers each year. Your support allows the 
Foundation to expand services to cut down on waitlists. 

“You are changing lives. Thank you.”
- Dr. Thomas Smith

Dr. Tom Smith

Message from Dr. Thomas Smith
Oncologist

Children’s Hospital Colorado
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Financial Statements
Assets (as of 6/30/14)

Cash 
Other Current Assets
Fixed Assets

Total Assets

$244,873      
$8,000

$53,496

$306,369

Liabilities and Net Assets
Total Liabilities

Net Assets

$9,031

$297,338

Net Asset Growth (as of 6/30/14)

All services are provided at no cost to participants. 
95% of all expenditures directly support programs. 

Expenses

The above is derived from the Foundation’s audited financial statements for the year ending June 30, 2014. 
The Shining Stars Foundation’s complete audited financial statements and tax returns are available for review at 

www.ShiningStarsFoundation.org

Revenue
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Leadership

Officers
Hal O’Leary, President & Treasurer
Founder - National Sports Center for the Disabled
Larry McCleary, M.D., Vice President & Secretary
Retired Chief of Neurosurgery - Children’s Hospital Colorado
Board Members
Wendy Foster
Owner - T’Da Design
William Kritzik
Owner - Spectrum Home Services
John LaSalle
Attorney - Wright & LaSalle, LLP
Kevin Moore 
Owner - Van’s Equipment Company
Marty Roberts
Retired United Airlines Employee

Staff 
Kathy Gingery, Executive Director
Founder - Shining Stars Foundation 
Owner - United Country - Gingery & Associates Inc.
Megan Bryant
Director of  Development 
Cookie Ready
Director of Outreach Programs 
Heather Bratton
Program - Event Coordinator
Rosemary White
Program - Event Coordinator

Independent Auditor: Colclaser & Associates
Foundation Attorney: Larry Hartlaub

Last year, over 350 volunteers served a record high 11,490 hours! 

2014 Executive Board

2014 Medical Team

This is a growth of 36% over the past 5 years.
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$15,000 and Over

Alan & Susan Seidenfeld 
     Charitable Fund
Aspen Eagles Club #184
Aspen Elks Lodge #224
Aspen Skiing Company
Diane & Bruce Halle 
      Foundation
Four Mountain Sports
St. Regis Aspen
Tony Stewart Foundation

$10,000 - $14,999

Major Contributors*

Altman Family
Badia Spices
Celebrate Life Foundation
Colorado Mountain Express
Dr. Mary Ann Radkowski 
     Memorial Fund
Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Hague
European Caterers

Inn at Aspen
Kimberly A. Foundation
Warren Kruger & Laura Calabrese 
Steven & Nancy Nemerovski
Louis & Harold Price Foundation 
Robbie Reeve Family
Hans & Jill Roeschel
Harry & Phyllis Sica
Winter Park Resort/Intrawest

$5,000 - $9,999
Beaver Condominiums & 
      Destinations West
Cancer League of Colorado
City of Aspen
Colorado Cancer Fund
Conundrum Catering
Finish Line Youth Foundation
Roger Gjellstad
Dr. Patricia Hill
Francis Hoffman
Alex Kaufman
Kevin Meyer Memorial 
     Foundation

Krys Family
Leatherwood Foundation
Martin Engineering
MAD Adventures Rafting 
Mark & Connie Nagle
Pitkin County
PSAV Presentation Services
Rocky Mountain Children’s
     Health Foundation 
Nasser Sadeghi
Santander Consumer USA
T Lazy 7 Ranch
Van’s Equipment Company

*We apologize if anyone was 
unintentionally ommitted. Cash and 
in-kind donors giving $5,000 or more 
are included. 

2014 Grand County Family Adventure

2014 ANNUAL REPORT - Shining Stars Foundation



For more information or to donate, visit:

www.ShiningStarsFoundation.org

The Shining Stars Foundation is a public 501(c)3 non-profit foundation ID #84-1526586 approved by the IRS. 
Donations to the foundation are fully tax deductible to the extent allowed by law.

PO Box 1308, Aspen, CO 81612
970-925-STAR • 888-679-3906 fax

Office@ShiningStarsFoundation.org


